
Cast of Characters: 
 
THE OTHER WOMAN, (Who was she? What was her secret?) 
PETER, a poet 
SIDNEY, a man of few words 
ELVIRA CORRIGAN, (Did this elderly lesbian hold the 
key?) 
HUMPHREY BURLEY, a seasoned FBI agent 
CLARK GURLEY, young and eager to learn 
HARRY 0'NEIL, a hardened aluminum siding salesman 
JANICE 0' NEIL, his wife (Or was she?) 
DONALD DAVID, a suspicious bank teller 
IVAN BOOKER, a jolly delicatessen owner 
The technician 
The telephone operator 
The hungry BURBIDGE family 
A pedestrian 
Stranded drivers 
Other People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACT ONE 
 
Scene one:   Living room of O'Neil home, Suburbia, 
             USA. Yesterday afternoon. 
Scene two:   Same. Later. 
Scene three: Same. Still later. 
Scene four:  Same. Later than you think. 
 
ACT TWO 
 
Scene one:   The bank.  
Scene two:   The delicatessen.  
Scene three: The traffic jam. 



ACT ONE 
 
SCENE ONE 
 
 
 
AS THE CURTAIN RISES we see the living room of the O'Neil 
home. The Other Woman comes in the front door, takes off 
her hat and coat, and hangs them in the front closet. She 
comes downstage and plops down on the couch, lights a 
cigarette, opens a copy of The Ladies Home Journal, but 
does not read it. She is obviously waiting for something or 
someone. After a short while the doorbell rings. She does 
not move. It rings again. She puts down the magazine and 
cigarette and goes to the door. She pulls back the curtain. 
Peter waves. She opens the door. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Yes? 
 

PETER 
 
Hi! 
 

WOMAN 
 
Yes? 
 

PETER 
 
I'm Peter and this is my partner Sidney! 
 

SIDNEY 
 
Hello! 
 

WOMAN 
 
What can I do for you? 
 

PETER 
 
We're the exterminators! 
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                           WOMAN  
 

What exterminators? 
 

PETER 
 
We kill household pests! 
 

WOMAN 
 
I'm afraid I didn't call any exterminators. Goodbye. 
 

(She starts to close the 
door. Sidney holds it 
open.) 

 
SIDNEY 

 
Hello! 
 

PETER 
 
Didn't he tell you? 
 

WOMAN 
 
Who? 
 

PETER 
 
That explains it! He didn't tell her! 
 

(Peter and Sidney smile at 
each other and come in.) 

 
WOMAN 

 
Now, wait a minute. 
 

PETER 
 
It's all right. Your husband sent for us! We're the ex-
terminators! 
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                           SIDNEY  
 

Hello! 
 

WOMAN 
 
I don't think it is all right. 
 

PETER 
 
But why? 
 

WOMAN 
 
I'm not married. 
 

(Peter and Sidney look at 
each other, then laugh.) 

 
PETER 

 
That's very funny! For a minute there I thought we had the 
wrong house! 
 

(They move with her into 
the living room. Sidney 
carries a huge bag.) 

 
WOMAN 

 
I think you have- 
 

PETER 
 
But of course we haven't, have we! 
 

(Peter and Sidney look at 
each other and laugh.) 

 
We don't have much time. Would you mind turning around for 
a minute? 
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                           WOMAN  
 

 
Why? 
 

PETER 
 
Please! Just try it once! 
 

WOMAN 
 
I won't be able to see you. 
 

PETER 
 
So? 
 

WOMAN 
 
I won't be able to see what you're doing. 
 

PETER 
 
You wouldn't be interested. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Why? 
 

PETER 
 
Very dull work we do. Very dull. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Then why should I turn around? 
 

PETER 
 
It's a precaution. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Against what? 
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                           PETER  
 

We might bore you to death. Please turn around. 
 

WOMAN 
 

(Backing away.) 
 
I don't think I want to. Let me watch. 
 

PETER 
 
It could be dangerous. 
 

WOMAN 
 
How can it be both dull and dangerous? 
 

PETER 
 
Dull for us. Dangerous for you. Please turn around. 
 

WOMAN 
 
No. 
 

PETER 
 
This won't do at all. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Why? 
 

PETER 
 
We're not getting anywhere. Perhaps I should try a 
different tact, but I really don't want to. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Why not? 
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                           PETER  
 

The old ways are always the best. More thought out. More 
practical. 
 

WOMAN 
 
But dull. 
 

PETER 
 
Yes, that's true. They are efficient though. The easiest in 
the long run. I'll try once more. Won't you turn around? 
 

WOMAN 
 
Perhaps. 
 

PETER 
 
A breakthrough, Sidney! I told you the old ways were always 
best. A bit slow maybe, but you get where you want to go in 
the end. 
 

(Pause.) 
 
Why aren't you turning around? 
 

WOMAN 
 
I might turn around if you answer me one question. 
 

PETER 
 
Well, I don't know. Bargains are always risky. You could 
back out of it if I agree. I could fulfill my part of the 
bargain in good faith and then you could back out. 
 

WOMAN 
 
I might turn around. 
 

PETER 
True, and then our job's half done. All right, what's your 
question? 
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                          WOMAN  

What does, er, Sidney- 
 

SIDNEY 
 
Hello! 
 

WOMAN 
 
Hello, Sidney. What does he have in the bag? 
 

PETER 
 
Oh dear. That is a difficult question. You are direct, 
aren't you? Direct and to the point. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Well? 
 

PETER 
 
I'm going to tell her, Sidney. She has a right to know and 
after all she'll know soon enough anyway. In that bag 
there, the one Sidney's holding, in that bag are... several 
pieces of rope. Three to be exact. Yes, three. Of various 
lengths. And a role of wide adhesive tape. Let's see. Yes, 
there, that's all. Now, will you turn around so we can get 
on with this? 
 

WOMAN 
 
Hell no! 
 

PETER 
 
You promised! 
 

WOMAN 
 
I said I might, but now ...you can't really expect me to 
now, do you? 
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                           PETER  
 

I knew it! I knew it! She backed out, Sidney. She brazenly 
backed out without a second thought in her head! Bargains! 
I hate them! They're for fools and...and housewives! 
 

(He advances threateningly.) 
 
You better turn around, lady, I'm rapidly losing my temper! 
 

WOMAN 
 
Don't you touch me! 
 

PETER 
 
I'm not going to hurt you. Why won't you just turn around? 
Believe me. I know. I've had experience at this sort of 
thing. It'll be easier for all of us if you just turn 
around and don't look. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Why should I calmly turn around and let you murder me? Give 
me one good reason. 
 

PETER 
 
We're not going to kill you. 
 

(He looks at Sidney.) 
 
They always think that. Always. We're not going to kill 
you. 
 

WOMAN 
 
You're not? 
 

PETER 
 
No! Don't sound so upset! 
 

WOMAN  
 

Are you Doing to molest me? Violate my body in some 
degenerate way?
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                           PETER  
 

Ugh! Of course not! What do you think we are? 
 

WOMAN 
 
Frankly I'd rather not say. Just what are you going to do, 
then? 
 

PETER 
 
Don't you want it to be a surprise? 
 

WOMAN 
 
Definitely not! 
 

PETER 
 
Okay, if that's the way you want it. It takes all the 
suspense out of it, you know. 
 

WOMAN 
 
Not entirely. 
 

PETER 
 
It would for me. 
 

WOMAN 
 
What are you going to do? 
 

PETER 
 
All we're going to do is kidnap you. See, it wasn't so bad, 
was it? 
 

WOMAN 
 
Kidnap me? 
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